Gloucester Cup Under 14s 

Cinderford 12 Cleve 3

This was our first fixture for five weeks due to the bad weather over the past month. The pitch was in perfect condition considering the recent bad weather giving promise to an open flowing game. The game started well with good moves from both sides, as the game wore on the breakdown became very messy with infringements from both sides. Cleve were probably moving the ball better and eventually reached the Cinderford 22 and another infringement led to a penalty to Cleve which Joe Muworthy converted to make it 3-0. This spurred Cinderford on and after a period of pressure a good kick through and chased by the winger led to a try which was converted making the score 7-3. The first half was littered with infringements which led to Cinderford getting a penalty right on the 22 on the last play of the half that was missed making the score 7-3 at half time.

It was apparent these teams were fairly well matched and Cleve playing down hill had better territorial advantage in the second half. Our two centres Jack Stephens and James Floyd worked tirelessly to break through a very well drilled defence. Cleve were threatening the Cinderford line and spent a lot of time in there 22. Cleve were unlucky not to be awarded a try when Jason Bennett seized on a loose ball over the try line, however as the Referee was unsighted and Jason was duly buried under a number of playing so he could not award it. Wes Long was his normal tigerish self working well off the back of the scrum and trying to drive through a very good defence. Joe Muxworthy took quite a heavy knock and looked very groggy for the remainder of the game. Cleve continue to press towards the try line and a number of penalties were being conceding, things were getting niggles so Steve Dando called for a kick at the posts to defuse the situation, importunely the kick was missed. After some good work by Cinderford their Centre broke clear and was one on one with Ryan Watts who capped a another fine performance at full Back making a superb tackle, the Cinderford support was quicker arriving than Cleve and they recycled quickly and scored in the corner despite some fine chasing by James Floyd. The conversion was missed and although Cleve never gave up until the last whistle the scored remained 12-3. 

Cleve Team

1. Harry Bishop. 2. Kieran Campbell. 3. Tyler Lewis. 4. McCauley Parsons. 5. Max Evans. 6. Liam Davis. 7. Zinny Norman (Capt). 8. Wes Long. 9. Jason Bennett. 10. Joe Muxworthy. 11. James Robinson. 12. Jack Stephens. 13. James Floyd. 14. Richard Lane. 15. Ryan Watts.

Replacements.

Luke Moorhead, Harley Dando, Sam Williams, Cameron Lippiatt, Declan Streete, Jed Bullen

Picture gallery www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s
